
Lebanon receives $225K for Coleman Memorial Park improvements 

Gov. Tom Corbett announced the grant would be used, among other things, for the amphitheater and Route 72 

entrance 
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Gov. Tom Corbett delivered some early holiday cheer to Lebanon on Tues-

day. 

Standing beneath the trees at Coleman Memorial Park, the governor an-

nounced the city will receive a $225,000 grant for improvements at the 

park's Veterans' Memorial Amphitheater and several other projects in the 

park. 

The work will remove the paved area in front of the amphitheater and 

replace it with a terraced lawn built in several layers to provide park-goers 

an unobstructed view of the amphitheater. 

The project also includes the construction of a playground for varied age 

groups, the renovation of the Route 72 entrance to the park and the crea-

tion of a pedestrian walkway with solar lights. Bids on the new entrance 

were to be opened Wednesday. 

Also attending the news conference, Mayor Sherry Capello said the grant 

is the last piece of the puzzle for the project, which was recommended in the park's master plan completed last year. 

The city received $15,000 from Lebanon County and will receive $576,450 from the Pennsylvania Infrastructure Investment 

Authority, also known as PennVEST. The PennVEST money will be used for stormwater improvements at the park. 

A 10,000-gallon cistern will be built in the upper parking lot to capture stormwater runoff, which will then be used to water 

nearby playing fields. 

The master plan included other long-range projects at the park to promote tourism, including renovating the Carriage  House, 

the last large structure remaining from when the wealthy Coleman and Brock families lived on the property, which was deed-

ed to the city in 1936. 

Corbett said he has fond memories of Coleman Memorial Park. He and his wife, Susan, had enjoyed picnics there when they 

were first married 40 years ago. They were living in the city while attending Lebanon Valley College. The governor said he re-

members waxing his Volkswagen Beetle in a Coleman parking lot. 

The project is in keeping with the philosophy of Gifford Pinchot, the state's gover-

nor from 1923 to 1927, who was known throughout the nation for his conserva-

tion efforts, Corbett noted. "He believed the earth and its wonders belonged as a 

God-given right to all humanity," he said. "He also said conservation must deliver 

the greatest good to the greatest number of people for the greatest amount of 

time." 

Lebanon Mayor Sherry Capello, left, introduces Gov. Tom Corbett to City 

Council member and Coleman Memorial Park trustee Patrice Royer during his 

visit to the park on Tuesday. During a news conference near the Veterans 

Memorial Amphitheater at the park, Corbett announced that Lebanon would 

receive a $225,000 grant for improvements to the amphitheater and several 

other projects in the park. (LEBANON DAILY NEWS ASHLEY WALTER)  

Corbett Gov. Tom Corbett announces the grant for Coleman Memorial Park during a news conference Tuesday as 

Mayor Sherry Capello, left, and state Rep. Mauree Gingrich listen. (LEBANON DAILY NEWS ASHLEY WALTER)said the 

Coleman project will generate 18 jobs. 

Also attending the news conference, Mayor Sherry Capello said the grant is the last piece of the puzzle for the project, 

which was recommended in the park's master plan completed last year. 



 

Coleman Memorial Park is one of thousands of parks and recreation 

areas that dot the state, he added, and "all of these parks belong to 

us,  as well as the next generation and the generation after that." 

The grant money for the Coleman project comes from the state 

Department of Conservation and Natural Resources' Community 

Conservation Partnership Program. DCNR Secretary Richard Allen, 

who accompanied Corbett on Tuesday, said the department has 

supported the park in the past with its master plan and stabilization 

of the Carriage House. 

The park's master plan was developed by Simone Collins, a Philadel-

phia-area landscape architectural firm, in consultation with a com-

mittee appointed by the park's board of trustees. 

 

 

Throughout the state, $26.5 million will be used for 198 projects to revitalize communities, create new recreational opportuni-

ties and conserve natural resources, according to the governor's office. Coleman was one of three projects in Lebanon County 

receiving DCNR funds. 

Other local projects and their funds: 

$200,000 to Palmyra for rehabilitation of Fireman's Park. The project will include construction of a concession stand, pavilion, 

parking area, amphitheater, ball field and pedestrian walkway. Fitness and playground equipment will be installed. 

$193,300 to South Londonderry Township for development of Campbelltown Community Park, which will include construction 

of an access, drive, parking area and storm water-management areas. The project will include construction of multipurpose 

fields, pedestrian walkways and other site improvements. 

$125,000 for Lebanon County to develop the Lebanon Valley Rail Trail's trailhead at Cornwall and Schaeffer roads in Cornwall. 

The project includes construction of comfort stations and additional parking and landscaping. 

Richard Allen, second from left, secretary of the state Department of Conservation and 

Natural Resources, introduces Gov. Tom Corbett during Tuesday s news conference at 

Coleman Memorial Park. Standing by, from left, are state Sen. Mike Folmer, Lebanon 

Mayor Sherry Capello and state Rep. Mauree Gingrich. (LEBANON DAILY NEWS ASHLEY 

WALTER) 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gov. Tom Corbett with Park Board, Irv 

Siegel, Lori Witters, Karen Spitler, Dave and 

Judy Schnoke.  

 


